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stop you. I'm hoping we may manage to pick up one
of those notes I've just given you the numbers of."
Hanslet's hopes were realised much earlier than he
had any right to expect. The tracing of notes is usually
a very lengthy business. But, as it happened, a ten-
pound note, identifiable by its number as one of those
issued to Venner, had been returned to the Bank of
England in a damaged condition. The Bank, upon
receiving the list of numbers from the police, informed
Scotland Yard of this, and the note was handed over
to Hanslet, with such particulars as were available.
Hanslet spent a day in making investigations, and that
evening, having made an appointment for the purpose,
he called upon Dr. Priestley.
As he made his way to Westbourne Terrace, the
Superintendent sincerely hoped that he would find Dr.
Priestley alone. Latterly, he had always seemed to have
either Sir Alured Faversham or Doctor Oldland with
him. The latter Hanslet did .not so much mind. He
certainly had a way of making irrelevant remarks, and
he seemed quite unable to take anything seriously. But
then, after all, very little attention need be paid to
him.
But Faversham was a very different matter, and,
secretly, Hanslet was a little bit afraid of him. A man
of his position, on intimate terms with high officials in
the Home Office, must be treated with all due deference.
And Faversham, confound him, had a distinctly
domineering way with him. He was rather too apt to
smile at the opinions of a mere policeman, and to force
his own down other people's throats. And that was
distinctly irritating, especially to Hanslet, who could
not venture to contradict.
It was therefore much to his relief that he found Dr.
Priestley alone. " I suppose you've forgotten all about